
Nine Mile Falls School District 
10110 West Charles Road 

Nine Mile Falls, WA 
509-340-4300 

Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Seventh Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 



Common Core Standards for Seventh Grade 

 

 

 

In 7th grade, your child will 
grow in skill and understanding 
as he or she continues the previ-
ous grade’s work in proportional 
relationships, equations, and 

positive and negative numbers. These topics 
will remain a major emphasis throughout the 
middle school years and into high school. A 
good command of rates and proportional 
relationships, including percentages, is also 
an important life skill.  Your child will be: 

■ Analyzing proportional relationships (e.g., 
by graphing in the coordinate plane), and 
distinguishing proportional relationships from 
other kinds of mathematical relationships 
(e.g., buying 10 times as many items will 
cost you 10 times as much, but taking 10 
times as many aspirin will not lower your 
fever 10 times as much) 

■ Solving percent problems (e.g., tax, tips, 
and markups and markdowns) 

■ Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and divid-
ing positive and negative numbers, and solv-
ing related word problems 

■ Solving word problems that have a combi-
nation of whole numbers, fractions, and dec-
imals (e.g., a woman making $25 per hour 
receives a 10% raise; she will make an addi-
tional 1⁄10 of her salary an hour, or $2.50, 
for a new salary of $27.50) 

■ Solving equations such as 1⁄2 (x – 3) = 
3⁄4 quickly and accurately, and writing equa-
tions of this kind to solve word problems  

■ Solving problems involving scale drawings 

■ Using statistics to draw inferences and 
make comparisons  

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

In 7th grade, your child will analyze, define, com-
pare, and evaluate ideas when reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening. He or she will continue to 
analyze how themes in fiction and nonfiction devel-
op over the course of a book or article. Readings 
will include classic and contemporary pieces that 
represent diverse perspectives. In particular, 7th 
grade students’ ability to cite specific evidence 
when offering an interpretation of a text matures. 
They use relevant evidence when supporting their 
own points in writing and speaking, making their 
reasoning clear to readers or listeners or construc-
tively evaluating others’ use of evidence. This abil-
ity will help your child in every 
facet of his or her studies.  Your 
child will be: 

■ Citing several sources of specific 
evidence from a piece when offer-
ing an oral or written analysis of a 
book, essay, article, or play 

■ Analyzing works of fiction to see how events ad-
vance the plot and how setting shapes the charac-
ters 

■ Determining an author’s point of view or purpose 
in a nonfiction work and analyzing how the author 
takes a position different from other authors 

■ Conducting research in response to a specific 
question  

■ Avoiding plagiarism and following a standard for-
mat for citations (e.g., footnotes, bibliography) 

■ Using common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to defining the meaning 
of a word (e.g., semi-, semiannual, semicircle) 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


